
From the Regional 
Coordinator

Our esteemed partners and stakeholders, it has been 
an exciting year with the merging of the eastern and 
southern Africa regions in March. Publication of the Link 

had stopped as we re-strategized on how best way to approach 
communications in after the merging of eastern and southern 
Africa.  

Farmers in Malawi have over the decades battled with soil 
infertility. Through the government sponsored Farm Subsidy  
Input Program a lot has changed for 1.5 million farmers that the 
Program targets with overall increase in maize yield – a staple 
food crop in Malawi. However, in the long term, inorganic fertilizer 
use to improve soil fertility is not sustainable. The story of Shonga, 
a smallholder farmer from Malawi proves the use of fertility trees 
complements inorganic fertilizers in restoring soil fertility in a 
more sustainable way.

In Vihiga County, Kenya a farming community is jigger infested 
which has affected their farming activities. With most small-
scale farming systems being labour intensive, the threat of 
food insecurity is ever real where able bodied members of that 
community cannot work. ICRAF has implemented corporate 
social responsibility activities to intervene and solve this menace.

In the Northern part of Kenya which is arid, water is a highly 
precious commodity and communities living near the sources 
protected it even with their lives. Any form of sharing of this 
valuable resource demands engaging stakeholders at all levels as 
the ARIGA project team from ICRAF and Centre for Training and 
Integrated Research (CETRAD) learnt from their social survey and 
analysis conducted Merti Aquifer focal settlements.

The Trees for Food Security is a four-year project being 
implemented across four countries (Ethiopia, Rwanda, Uganda 
and Burundi) and funded by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research (ACIAR). The project will undertake a 
midterm review for Ethiopia, Rwanda and Uganda and have an 
inception meeting for Burundi in November.

Enjoy these and other interesting stories from our work. Your 
feedback on our revamped newsletter is highly welcome. You can 
email the Communications Officer on A.Mwangi@cgiar.org.

Jeremias Mowo,
Regional Coordinator
Eastern and Southern Africa

Malawi fertilizer subsidy 
program beneficiaries can 
benefit more from fertilizer 
trees

Shonga in his maize field. Mark Ndipita/ICRAF Malawi
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In this issue
•	 Malawi	fertilizer	subsidy	program	beneficiaries	can	

benefit	more	from	fertilizer	trees

•	 Project’s	stakeholder	feedback	forum	reveals	the	
need	for	increased	engagement	and	dialogue

By Mark Ndipita, Communications officer, Southern Africa

It is a bright hot sunny day and Moses Shonga is taking a walk in his 
maize field singing. He looks around at the beautiful scenery of 
evergreen fertilizer trees on his four-acre land and is happy with the 

progress. 

“The soils in this region lost their fertility decades ago. However, planting 
fertilizer trees have restored fertility in my maize field. I no longer depend 
on the government’s fertilizer subsidy Program,” says Shonga. The subsidy 
Program Shonga is talking about is a large scale national program called 
Farm Input Subsidy Program (FISP) that subsidizes agricultural inputs, 
mainly fertilizers and seeds for maize production. The Program was 
introduced by the Malawi Government in 2005.

Climate change has exacerbated the soil infertility problem for smallholder 
farmers due to erratic and unreliable rains, extreme temperatures and 
drought. A million-dollar question to this environmental challenge is; 
‘Will the application of chemical fertilizer improve crop productivity and 
remain a sustainable solution for Malawi’s infertile soils?’

Shonga’s experience provides a practical and sustainable way of 
nurturing and improving soil fertility. He believes that the use of fertilizer 
trees in a maize cropping system is a possible solution to improving soil 
fertility and crop productivity.

In 2008, Shonga planted Gliricidia and Tephrosia fertilizer trees in his 
maize field in order to improve soil fertility and to combat the effects of 
climate change.

In 2008, through the Agroforestry Food Security Program (AFSP) which 
is implemented by the World Agroforestry Centre and its partners with 
support from Irish Aid and Flanders International Cooperating Agency 
(FICA), Shonga and other farmers in Mzimba planted fertilizer trees on 
their farms.
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“I begun practicing conservation agriculture with trees. This practice 
ensures adequate soil cover in my field in order to retain moisture, 
such that when there is a dry spell my crops are not affected,” Shonga 
explained.

Conservation agriculture with trees (CAWT) is a farming practice that 
integrates trees with annual crops with the aim of maintaining a green 
cover throughout the year on the farm. It also helps in nutrient recycling 
and maintenance of soil organic matter.

Currently a 50kg bag of fertilizer costs approximately $45. This is too 
expensive for most farmers, especially those who are not guaranteed 
FISP inputs. Because of this uncertainty in accessing chemical fertilizer, 
Shonga adopted the technology of fertilizer trees as an innovative way 
of replenishing soil fertility on his farm. 

Previously, Shonga used four bags of fertilizer, two of which were from 
FISP. Planting fertilizer trees helped him reduce use of chemical fertilizers 
by half. 

 “In 2013, I graduated from FISP. I reduced the number of fertilizer bags I 
purchased from four to two. This reduction has become possible because 
fertilizer trees have restored the soil fertility,” Shonga explained, adding 
that in the coming years he will not need to use inorganic fertilizers. 

Shonga adds that fertilizer trees have made him food secure. He is now 
able to support his family by paying school fees and buying household 
needs through selling surplus maize. His plan is to sell fertilizer tree seeds 
to other farmers in his area who have expressed interest in CAWT.

Bruce Sosola, AFSP Program Manager at World Agroforestry Centre in 
Malawi, said AFSP is promoting use of fertilizer trees in maize fields as it 
is a sustainable way of improving soil fertility in most smallholder farmer 
systems.

“Chemical fertilizers alone cannot solve soil infertility in Malawi as 
they don’t replenish soil organic matter. 

Research done in Malawi shows that integration of fertilizer trees in a 
maize cropping system improves the soil organic matter and enhances 

the nutrient use efficiency. This soil improvement substantially reduces 
the recommended dosage of nitrogen chemical fertilizer applied in 
farmers’ fields by half,” Sosola explained.

Sosola added that the World Agroforestry Centre is also facilitating the 
training of 40,000 farmers on how they can grow and manage fertilizer 
trees on farms in all AFSP implementing districts of Mzimba, Kasungu, 
Dedza and Thyolo.

Mirriam Nkhoma, the Agricultural Extension Development Coordinator 
(AEDC) in Mzimba district at Zombwe Extension Planning Area, said 
farmers in her area are now adopting fertilizer trees because their 
potential to solve soil infertility has been demonstrated.

Research findings by the World Agroforestry Centre in Malawi show that 
farmers who use fertilizer trees are better off because they build long term 
soil fertility capital and can be food secure with half the recommended 
fertilizer dosage. If integrated in FISP, fertilizer tree technology can create 
synergies with Malawi’s ongoing fertilizer subsidies and sustainably 
reduce the import bill on fertilizer.

Mr. Shonga has inspired other 45 farmers to plant fertilizer trees and 
incorporate crop residues in maize fields in order to maximize soil cover 
and improve soil fertility to combat the effects of climate change. 

The story of Shonga, a lead farmer from the Traditional Authority (an 
administrative unit) Mtwalo in Kenani Shonga village in Mzimba District 
who has graduated from FISP, is not only unique, but has roused debate 
among policy makers and donors as an exit strategy from FISP. His 
success story has the potential to influence policy changes that would 
ensure that FISP beneficiaries are also provided with fertilizer tree seeds 
of Gliricidia and Tephrosia as one way for farmers to graduate from FISP.

Every year about 1.5 million poor smallholder farming households in 
Malawi rely on government-subsidized fertilizer for food production. 
Due to limited alternative input subsidy exit strategies the government 
has maintained FISP over the years since inception of the programme in 
2005. 

Malawi Subsidy. cont.

Project’s stakeholder feedback forum reveals the need for 
increased engagement and dialogue 
By Albert Mwangi, Communications Officer, ESAf region

On 30 September 2014, representatives 
from ICRAF and the Centre for Training 
and Integrated Research (CETRAD) 
held a one-day feedback meeting that 
convened 30 Merti-Wajir Water Pipeline 
Project stakeholders at the Transit Hotel in 
Isiolo, Kenya.

The aim of the forum was to give 
stakeholders an opportunity to provide 
feedback on the project’s social survey 

and analysis conducted in Merti Aquifer 
focal settlements. These settlements include 
Habaswein, Gotu, Merti, Basa, Modogash, 
and Wajir locations. Household surveys, key 
informant interviews, expert interviews and 
focus group discussions were used to compile 
data.

In addition, the forum served as an information 
sharing platform on the project. Sarah Ayeri 
Ogalleh a Senior Scientist at CETRAD presented 
the findings from the survey. Boniface Kiteme 
CETRAD Director and Alex Oduor (ICRAF) were 
also present to provide better understanding 
of the Merti aquifer hydrology in respect to 
supply and demand of the aquifer’s waters. 

From the results presented, awareness of the 
project by local stakeholders was very low with 
68 percent of those interviewed unaware of the 
project and its outcomes. Out of the 32 percent 
that was aware, 30 percent of this number had 
no understanding of what the project wanted 
to achieve. Drying of the aquifer was cited as 
one of the biggest fear for lack of support for 
the project by the stakeholders, particularly 
from Habaswein. Increased consultation and 
education was cited as a precondition under 
which those opposing the project would 
support it. 

Results from the survey showed that the 
project should invest more in stakeholder 
engagement and awareness for increased 
community buy-in if it is to be a success.

Engagement of the local leadership was 
considered as one way of changing perceptions 
by stakeholders, particularly, the anti-project 
stakeholders – majority from Habaswein 
area. According to the workshop attendees, 
this would require in-depth negotiations 
for a minimum of about six months. A solid 
awareness campaign targeting stakeholders 
would be needed in the longer term. 

ICRAF and CETRAD field workers collecting 
data for the social survey analysis carried out in 
Habaswein and Wajir. Alex Oduor/ICRAF
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Boosting reforestation activities in Ethiopia
By Aklilu N.  Mekuria, Ethiopia

Stakeholders expressed the need to have a team of impartial researchers who would clearly 
articulate and advise them on the project risks.

The Merti-Wajir Water Pipeline Project if implemented will boost the supply of fresh water 
to Wajir town and all other settlements that overlie the Merti Aquifer. The project, which 
is supported by the Kenyan government and funded by the Facility for Infrastructure 
Development (ORIO), plans to construct a 110-kilometre pipeline between Habaswein and 
Wajir towns. 

This would boost the supply of fresh water to Wajir town which in recent years has 
experienced increased population numbers, exerting pressure on existing sources of clean 
drinking water. Since Habaswein has a better water supply in form of the Merti aquifer, the 
project plans on tapping into this source. Hydrological studies show that the aquifer can 
sustain water demand for both towns for 40 years without any visible reduction in water 
levels. However, the project is not without risks. The risk of water turning saline when drilling 
boreholes in Habaswein is possible hence the need for advanced hydrological surveys.

Through the Assessing Risk of Investment in Groundwater Resources in sub-Saharan 
Africa (ARIGA) project, a more holistic way of assessing risks around the development of 
groundwater points to more and better inclusion of stakeholders.  

ICRAF, FRC, higher officials and the local community participate in the tree planting event. Aklilu N. 
Mekuria/ ICRAF Ethiopia

ICRAF Ethiopia team during the tree planting event. Aklilu N. Mekuria/ ICRAF Ethiopia

On 21 July 2014 ICRAF Ethiopia office 
organized a joint tree planting events 
with the Forest Research Centre (FRC) in 
Anget Mewegia village (Amhara Region) 
and on 26 July 2014 in Bedele village 
(Oromia Region). The campaign was 
organized and funded by ICRAF, Ethiopian 
Forest Research Centre (FRC), Farm Africa 
and Ethiopian Forest Society.

In an event attended by His Excellency 
Mr. Kebede Yimam Dawd is the State Minister 
of Environment and Forest, Dr Abeje Eshete, 
Director of Forest Research and Dr Alemu, 
President of the Ethiopian Forestry Society, 
over 5000 trees were planted in both villages 
and with 300 volunteers participating. 

In his speech, HE Kebede Yimam urged 
participants to participate in future 
management Programmes for the planted 
seedlings. 

“Planted seedlings cannot compete with 
vigorous weed growth and from animals 
unless they are properly cared for,” he 
added.

Recent government reports indicate that 
Ethiopia has increased its tree coverage 
from three percent to 11 percent through 
reforestation/massive tree planting campaign 
all over the country in the last decade. These 
efforts help to reduce land degradation, 
improve biodiversity and mitigate against 
recurring droughts plus current and future 
climate changes. 

The event brought together the local 
community, district governors, the Ministry of 
Environment and Forest, World Agroforestry 
Centre, Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural 
Research, Farm Africa, Ethiopian Forestry 
Society, REED+ and Ethiopian Ministry of 
Agriculture. The World Agroforestry Centre is 
supporting the restoration and climate change 
mitigation Programmes in Ethiopia.

Project’s stakeholder cont.

ICRAF and CETRAD field workers collecting data for the 
social survey analysis carried out in Habaswein and Wajir. 
Alex Oduor/ICRAF
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Irish Ambassador and Irish Aid delegates visit new ICRAF research 
site in Ethiopia

The delegation included Mr. Aidan O’Hara, Ambassador of Ireland 
to Ethiopia; Mr. Michael Gaffey, Director General of Irish Aid; Mr. 
Paul Sherlock, Head of Development at the Embassy of Ireland 

in Ethiopia, Mr. Niall Burgess, Secretary General of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Mr. Fergal Mythen, Director General of 
Corporate Services, and Mr. John Conlon, Director General of Finance at 
Ireland’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

During the visit, the delegates attended a tree planting event at Damyno 
primary school’s indigenous arboretum, a demonstration site established 
by ICRAF and the school. They also visited the Geregera Watershed where 
the rehabilitation activities will take place.  

The team expressed their enthusiasm for work undertaken by ICRAF and 
the local community in developing the program. Dr. Kiros Melese Hadgu 
ICRAF-Ethiopia Country Representative acknowledged the important 
work previously undertaken by the Government of Ireland in this region, 
which provided significant benefits as a result of gully and vegetation 
rehabilitation, included increases in crop productivity by as much as 25 
to 40 percent. 

Land degradation, population pressures and the changing climate 
are major challenges for farmers in the North of Ethiopia. The area is 
vulnerable to erratic rainfall, extreme weather and low crop yields. In the 
past, communities at Geregera have been forced to turn to year-round 
food aid to survive.

By Laura Keenan, Program Development and Communications Officer

A field excursion to upper stream of Geregea watershed. Laura Keenan/ICRAF 
Ethiopia

Mr. Niall Burgess, Secretary General of the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, Ireland, planting a tree at Damayno indigenous tree arboretum. Laura 
Keenan/ICRAF Ethiopia

Mr. Michael Gaffey, Director General of Irish Aid, planting a tree at Damayno 
indigenous tree arboretum. Laura Keenan/ICRAF Ethiopia

Dr. Kiros Meles Hadgu (ICRAF Ethiopia Country Representative) explains 
ICRAF’s mission and vision. Laura Keenan/ICRAF Ethiopia

Mr. Fergal Mythen (Director General of Corporate Services), Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ireland, planting tree at Damayno indigenous tree 
arboretum.  Laura Keenan/ICRAF Ethiopia

On 10 September 2014, Irish Government delegates visited ICRAF-Ethiopia’s new research and development program in Tigray, which 
aims to enhance farm productivity, food security and climate resilience for 1,800 families living at the Geregera Watershed. 
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The project titled “Enhancing Integrated Watershed Management with 
Climate Smart Agriculture”, will identify, test and demonstrate climate-
smart agriculture activities such as Landcare and Rural Resource Centers 
as well as new technologies, to help address land degradation and 
gully erosion. It is envisaged that the site will also serve as a showcase 
for Climate Smart Agriculture across the region. The project will be 
implemented over a four-year period.



The Programme is funded by the General 
Directorate of International Cooperation 
(DGIS) from the Dutch Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. The  World Agroforestry 
Centre is coordinating the programme and is 
collaborating with several national and regional 
partners to facilitate its implementation in 
Kenya, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and Ethiopia. 

We spoke to several farmers in the field 
who were practising climate smart water 
management to understand how they did it. 
These farmers had applied effective rainwater 
harvesting techniques, which has secured 
their water security and improved food 
production. We met two champion farmers 
who are applying different integrated rainwater 
harvesting techniques. 

In Wote Town, Patrick Musau the Project Officer 
at the Utooni Development Organization – one 
of the local partner organizations gave us a tour 
of the area. Patrick provides technical support in 
building sand dams in three different counties. 
The sand dams have increased water supply 
for the farmers in the county, which in turn 
has improved water and food security. Similar 
activities will be implemented under the new 
Programme.

Mrs. Domitila, a successful poultry farmer, has 
been using harvested rainwater to raise poultry.  
“We had a problem of harvesting, because of 
very unreliable rain. Also domestic water was 
a very big problem, so rainwater harvesting 
was helping so much”, Mrs. Domitila said. In 
the past, her run-off pond system was fully 
operational and able to collect enough rain to 
sustain her poultry business. However, after a 
cut in her pond liner – a plastic sheet used to 
cover the pond to prevent seepage into the 
ground – Domitila was forced to sell and reduce 
the population of her chicken. Following the 
reduction in water supply, she now considers 
replacing the pond liner as her top priority.

The rainwater harvesting champions of Makueni County
By Elsabijn Koelman, Junior Programme Officer at Water Management Unit

Between 9-10 October, Irene Moed Programme Officer for Alterra in the Netherlands, Alex Oduor Programme Officer for East and 
Southern Africa (ESAf ) office, and I travelled to Makueni County to document the impact which the implementation of the Enhancing 
Food and Water Security for Rural Economic Development - a five-year regional programme in the Sahel and Horn of Africa will have 
on smallholder farmers in rural communities. 

Ethiopia 8	–	10	November	2014		 Trees for Food Security Mid Term Review

Burundi 12	November	2014	 Trees for Food Security inception meeting

Nairobi 18	–	21	November	2014 ICRAF’s Miyuki Iiyama will host a workshop on the Potential for ‘non-food’ bioenergy crops as 
part of multi-functional land-use systems in Sub-Saharan Africa. This workshop is organized by 
the UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY, Institute for Integrated Management of Material Fluxes and of 
Resources (UNU-FLORES)

Malawi 29	November	2014 Regional conservation agriculture workshop organized by FAO in Zimbabwe

30	–	31	November 2014 Inception workshop in Lilongwe for the WB funded project on Tree Based Ecosystem Approaches 
(TBEA) 

Uganda Nov/Dec	2014 Strengthening Rural Institutions Project (SRI/ LANDCARE) has organized a Land Care National 
Stakeholders Workshop and will document success stories and case studies under the SRI/Land 
care project in Masaka and Kapchorwa districts

Activities calendar
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Mr. William, a former teacher and now a 
practising farmer, uses rainwater harvesting 
techniques on his farm. These include Zai pits 
and rainwater harvesting ponds combined 
with efficient water application such as drip-
irrigation systems. “We are using the water 
for watering the mangoes, tree nursery and 
we also have a tomato farm down there”, Mr. 
William stated. 

His farm inspires members of his community to 
harvest rainwater on their farms. Many people 
in his community have dug their own ponds but 
lack funds to buy pond liners which are needed 
for efficient preservation of run-off water.

The five year programme will help 
scale up rainwater harvesting practices. 
Currently, the Programme is in its 
inception phase, during which various 
biophysical measurements and cost-
implication studies are carried out to 
identify the most suitable areas for the 
project implementation.

The areas in Kenya that will benefit from the 
Programme have been identified based on 
agreed upon criteria mainly on rainfall ranges 
of 400-800mm. 

The investment which farmers need to make on 
their farm depends on the size of their farm and 
the technology they would like to implement. 
One Zai Pit has an average volume of 0.22m3 
and takes about 15 minutes to dig. Besides 
the labor costs which the implementation 
of Zai Pits involves, no further investments 
are needed. The rainwater harvesting pond, 
however, is approximately 500m3 and would 
needs an investment of kshs. 60,000 for one 
pond liner (approx. $668).

A pond liner is needed to minimize seepage 
of water into the soil. The contribution in kind 
for digging a pond is quite high. However, in 
many communities, such as the community 
of Mr. William, rotation of labor is frequently 
done through community groups managing 
the farm. A filled pond of 500m3 can irrigate 
approximately one acre of land.

By working with farmers who are applying 
certain techniques on their farms and have 
done preparatory work for implementing 
these techniques, quick wins for more water 
and food security can be made. This has clearly 
been demonstrated in Masongaleni Village 
of Makueni County. Our visit to the champion 
farmers in Makueni showed that many farmers 
are heading in the right direction. What they 
require is extra support to ensure that they 
scale up rainwater harvesting techniques. By 
scaling up rainwater harvesting, farmers could 
become water and food secure.

In order to track the progress and measure 
the impact of the programme, it is essential 
to document how the lives of farmers and 
communities are changing. The documentation 
of stories is a way of monitoring and evaluating 
the progress of the programme and may lead 
to more funding of similar initiatives. By sharing 
impact stories amongst the Programme 
countries and even to other countries in Africa, 
important resources are created that enable 
learning from one another.

A sand dam outside Wote Town. Elsabijn 
Koelman/ICRAF



Even more worrying, is the fact that both 
of his parents – Mr. and Mrs. Hosea Olecha 
– who are smallholder farmers, are also 

victims of this stubborn flea that is commonly 
known as ‘Nyende’ in the local dialect. 

According to Ahadi trust, a Kenyan-based Non-
governmental organization spearheading the 
jigger eradication campaign, jiggers (Tunga 
penetrans) is a small parasitic flea that burrows 
in the skin and intermittently feeds on their 
warm-blooded hosts such as humans and 
domestic animals including: cattle, sheep, pigs, 
chickens, dogs, mice and wild animals.

“Jigger infested farmers hardly participate in 
agricultural activities. This has significantly 
contributed to the rising levels food shortage 
and poverty in our village” Joyce Amaheno, the 
area assistant chief disclosed.

It is this disturbing reality that captured 
the attention of ICRAF and initiated the 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
exercise conducted on 30 August 2014. 
When we arrive at the Emwatsi primary school 
gate, two things standout. In the background 
is the chirping of the birds and the cool breeze 
sweeping underneath the canopy of Eucalyptus 
saligna (Blue gum) and Grevillea robusta (Silky 
Oak) trees. The scenario would easily deceive 
anyone into thinking all is well.

Our worst fears are confirmed once we 
come into contact with villagers’ whose 
toes or fingers display the harsh reality 
of jigger infestation. Their toes are either 
ruptured, blistered or swollen and revealing 
evidence of the embedded parasite. 
The condition has forced many of them- 
including children- to walk in a slanted gait.  

Helping farmers tame jigger infestation:  
What is the role of ICRAF?
By Danyell Odhiambo, Communications Assistant, Kenya

Joyce Amaheno, area Assistant Chief addresses the villagers on the 
importance of improved sanitation. Danyell Odhiambo/ ICRAF Kenya

A member of the Youth against jigger campaign engages in the treatment 
exercise. Danyell Odhiambo/ ICRAF Kenya

It has been four weeks since Emwatsi village in Vihiga County celebrated the birth of little Matthew Olweny. However, their joy has 
since faded away because of the unending cries of the helpless new-born. He is the latest villager to join the list of those infested by 
the deadly jigger parasite.
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Victims fear to be identified with 
jiggers

Mr. Walter Adongo, a field technician at ICRAF 
has been working closely with this community. 
He reveals that “Many victims shy away from 
seeking medical attention because of a local 
myth that associates jigger infestation with a 
curse and hence they treat the condition as 
incurable”. 

He further points out that male folks are the 
worst affected because they fear of being 
ostracized by the society. This has further 
worsened the situation for if left untreated, 
over time it may cause serious medical 
complications like loss of mobility and in 
extreme cases, death. 

ICRAF’S intervention

Through the asset-based community-driven 
development approach (ABCD) which rides on 
the bottom-up concept (where farmers are the 
key decision makers in any intervention), ICRAF 
working with local stakeholders will invest in 
the communities’ strengths, capacities and 
assets to combat the parasite. This approach 
aims at addressing the underlying needs of 
the farmer while empowering them to adopt 
agricultural practices that can scale-up food 
production and income generation ventures.

Dr. Jonathan Muriuki, ICRAF Kenya country 
representative explains that although the 
organization’s mandate is not health-oriented, 
the anti-jigger campaign is a platform that 
brings together health-related institutions, 
political and government officials to help 
address the plight of the farmer.

“The farmer is an indispensable partner in the 
realization of ICRAF’s mandate. We are keen 
to partner with other stakeholders to develop 
a holistic approach that will help eliminate 

jiggers while at the same time transforming the 
farmer’s livelihood”, Dr. Muriuki says.

Role of Agroforestry

Agroforestry was identified as one of the 
viable interventions that can transform the 
farmers’ livelihoods from subsistence farming 
to commercial hence delivering them from 
poverty to a state of economic independence. 

Hon. Halima Abdi, the County Executive in 
charge of agriculture in Vihiga County stated 
that the county government is committed to 
creating partnerships that will not only help 
to eradicate the jigger menace but also boost 
food production in the area. 

“Farmers should be encouraged to 
grow crop-friendly trees in their farms 
considering the gains registered through 
this agricultural system. Agroforestry 
can improve farm productivity and also 
provide essential tree products that can 
significantly benefit the farmer”, she said. 

She further blames the poor hygiene standards 
for the rising numbers of jigger infestation 
cases and challenges the locals to observe 
good hygiene.

Better days ahead

The ICRAF delegation consisting of Kenya and 
Uganda country offices presented a donation 
of medicinal tree seedlings and treatment 
solutions to the different partners engaged 
in a jigger treatment exercise before planting 
medicinal trees e.g. Warbugia ugandensis in 
the school compound. The journey towards 
freedom from jigger, poverty and hunger for 
the Emwatsi community has just begun. 
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Other events

Jonathan Muriuki (second left) referees the egg race during the Kisumu 
office sports day on 29 August 2014. Danyell Odhiambo/ ICRAF Kenya

Silas Muthuri explains to participants how to use the jab planter equipment 
during the Machakos Agricultural show that was held between 26-29 June 
2014. Danyell Odhiambo/ ICRAF Kenya

Clement Okia plants a tree during the anti-jigger CSR activity conducted 
in Emuhaya village, Vihiga County on 30 August 2014. Danyell Odhiambo/ 
ICRAF Kenya

Particpants keenly follow Silas Muthuri’s presentation on CAWT during the 
Machakos farmer field day on 9 October 2014. Danyell Odhiambo/ ICRAF 
Kenya
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